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FIRE PREVENTION AWARENESS 
 

SANTA BARBARA, CA: OCTOBER 1, 2014 - Working 
smoke alarms can make a life-saving difference in a fire. 
That’s the message behind this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, "Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives: Test Yours 
Every Month!" 
 
This year Fire Prevention Week is October 5-11 and is to 
remind local residents about the importance of having working 
smoke alarms in the home and testing them monthly. 
According to the latest NFPA research, working smoke alarms 
cut the chance of dying in a fire in half. Meanwhile, almost 
two-thirds of home fire deaths resulted from fires in homes 
with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 
 
In a fire, seconds count.  According to the NFPA, roughly half of home fire deaths result from fires 
reported at night between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. when most people are asleep. Home smoke alarms can 
alert people to a fire before it spreads, giving everyone enough time to get out. 
 
This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign includes the following smoke alarm messages: 
 

 Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area and on every level 
of the home, including the basement. 

 Interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home. This way, when one sounds, they all do. 
 Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button. 
 Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old or sooner if they don’t respond properly. 
 Make sure everyone in the home knows the sound of the smoke alarm and understands what to 

do when they hear it. 
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 There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms are quicker to warn about flaming fires. 
Photoelectric alarms are quicker to warn about smoldering fires. It is best to use both types of 
alarms in the home.  

 A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the 
kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.  

 People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights 
and bed shakers. 

 
Lastly, as a reminder when a fire happens, there is no time for planning. So, sit down with your family 

now and make a step‐by-step plan for escaping from a fire in your home. Know where your fire 
extinguisher is mounted and make sure everyone in the family knows how to use it. If you do not have 
working Smoke Detectors in your home your chances of surviving a fire decrease.  
 

 
 
The Aware & Prepare Initiative is a public-private partnership to enhance the capabilities of non-profit 
organizations and government agencies to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
emergencies and disasters within the Santa Barbara County Operational Area.  The Santa Barbara 
County Office of Emergency Management manages the Initiative in cooperation with the local 
emergency management community. 
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